
 

 

Election 2021 – Nominees for the Board of Directors 

 

Welcome to the SNPBC 2021 election of directors.  This is an information package 

to assist members in determining who they will cast the vote for. This will be the 

third election run under the amended Bylaws that provides for electronic voting.    

 

Each of the nominees have agreed to stand in the election to the Board of the 

Society of Notaries Public of BC.  In recent years, the Society separated the 

member advocacy function from the public interest (professional regulation) 

function with the formation of the BC Notaries Association.  The mandate of a 

professional regulatory body is to act in the public interest. Each of the nominees 

has acknowledged an understanding of the difference between the two 

organizations.   

 

The SNPBC strategic plan lists the values of the organization as:  

Trust | Transparency | Competence | Integrity | Fairness | Flexibility 

 

This election represents an opportunity for members to envision a renewed future 

for the Society. To deepen the commitment to enhanced and improved governance 

through the values, foundational activities, and strategic directions set out in the 

strategic plan.  

 

The profession’s future requires each member to be invested and interested in the 

regulation of your profession. The future requires members to vote.  You can find 

the town-hall meeting schedule here and the election schedule is as follows: 

 September 15 - Voting opens 

 September 24 - Voting closes 

 October 16 - Results announced at AGM 
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The Nominees for the 2021 Election of Directors are listed, in alphabetical order, 

below. In accordance with the election schedule ballots will be sent from the online 

voting platform.  We will once again use SimplyVoting.com.  Voting instructions will 

be sent to you upon the opening of voting.  

 

This election will be for five (5) directors’ positions.  Each position is a two-year 

term. Members may select up to five (5) nominees. The information provided by 

the nominees is below. Nominee statements are provided to assist you in deciding 

who to vote for. 

  

https://www.simplyvoting.com/
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2021 Nominees 

1. Amy Badesha ................................................................................................. 4 

2. Hassan el Masri .............................................................................................. 5 

3. Gordon Hepner ............................................................................................... 6 

4. Megan Knight ................................................................................................. 7 

5. Cheryl Kwok ................................................................................................... 8 

6. Tegan Tang .................................................................................................... 9 

7. David Watts .................................................................................................. 10 
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1. Amy Badesha 

Place of practice: Abbotsford 
 
Commission Date: 03-May-2012   
 

I have been a member of the Society of Notaries 

Public of B.C. for over 9 years. Prior to becoming a 

Notary Public, for 12 years I worked as a paralegal at 

law firms in the Fraser Valley during which time I 

obtained my Bachelor of Arts degree and began 

preparing for the LSAT.  

 

I have always been passionate about law since I was a 

young child; I knew I wanted to have my own firm that 

would give me the flexibility of community service, 

work, life and balance. So, during my paralegal years 

and after many encounters with B.C. Notaries; I reviewed the Governance and 

education requirements which is when I knew that this was a perfect fit for me.  

 

I have had the opportunity to assist in the Society candidate panel interviews in 

addition to mentoring students in the Notary Education Program. The candidate 

panel interviews, and mentoring have given me invaluable insight in maintaining 

high standards and educating oneself. Further, I have been an active member of 

the Rotary Club of Abbotsford since 2013. I have served as a community service 

chair and am serving my fourth term as a director.  

 

With both my background and experience, I am confident that I can communicate, 

ensure and focus on the enhancement of the Society and our members.  

 

I would be honoured to apply my skills and to be able to work with the elected 

members to expand our areas of practice, continue our education and increase the 

services we can offer to the public. 

 

 
Return to top 
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2. Hassan el Masri  
 
Place of practice: Vancouver 
 
Commission Date: 06-May-2010  

 
I have spent my time on the board these past four 

years advocating for transparent and responsible 

governance and a commitment to fiscal 

responsibility. The work of a regulator is crucial to 

the protection of the public as well as the long-lasting 

success of the profession.    

The work notaries do in BC is getting more complex 

and fraught with pitfalls and risks. We are also seeing 

record setting levels of volumes in practices across 

the province. The high volume of work and Covid fatigue is no doubt taking a toll 

on the membership. I intend to work with the Board and the Society staff to find 

ways to best support and regulate the membership in a manner to foster the 

continued success of Notaries in BC and protect the public they serve. I am open 

to discuss any suggestions on how to best deal with the challenges faced by the 

Society and its membership.   

    

I am a Notary Public working in East Vancouver and a member of the first MAALS 

cohort at SFU.  Having just completed my second term on the Board of directors, I 

hope to have the opportunity to continue with the initiatives I have been involved in 

over the past four years. I have served on a variety of committees over my past 11 

years as a Notary and 4 years on the board. This past term I served as the second 

vice president of the Society Board and had the opportunity to serve on the 

executive committee through that time.  I also currently chair the Board of the 

Public Legal Education Society which is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

producing and distributing legal information to help the people of BC deal with 

everyday legal issues.   

   

It would be a privilege to serve the public and the membership for another term on 

the Board. If you want to talk about my opinions or give me your feedback on the 

operation of the Board, feel free to contact me anytime.    

Return to top 
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3. Gordon Hepner 
 

Place of practice: South Surrey – White Rock 
 
Commission Date: 10-Jun-2015   

I would welcome the opportunity to serve as a 

Director for The Society of Notaries Public of British 

Columbia. I have been a member in good standing 

for the last six years and am the owner of a medium-

sized notary practise in South Surrey/White Rock.     

I graduated from the Simon Fraser University MAALS 

program and was awarded its Leadership Award upon graduation.   

 

I am committed to supporting the members and protecting the public interest by 

encouraging continued education, ongoing development of sound administrative 

practices, and ensuring good governance policies.  

 

I have provided information lectures and training programs at the request of the 

People’s Law School that I thoroughly enjoy; I enjoy public speaking.    

 

On a personal level, I’m the dad of two school-age boys, 9 and 12. Both boys play 

lacrosse, and I coach two lacrosse teams in the Semiahmoo Minor Lacrosse 

Association. We had an extended lacrosse season this year because we could not 

play other Associations due to COVID-19.  My boys also ride motocross bikes at 

POPKUM motocross park. To my dismay, they love the sport; I raced motocross 

for many years and rode the Master’s Class and injured my shoulder quite severely 

at the end of my racing days.  

 

I like to think I’m a consensus builder with a sense of humour, and I would 

be honoured to serve as one of your Directors.  

 
 
 
 

Return to top 
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4. Megan Knight  

Place of practice: White Rock  
 
Commission Date: 04-June-1998  

 
I have been a Notary Public since 1998. With 23 
years’ experience as a Notary, being a City Councillor 
and serving on many Boards and Committees, I feel I 
will be an effective Board member for the Notary 
Society. 
 
Acting in the public’s interest means the Board should 
have diverse representation. To make an impact and 
achieve the goals set, you need a mix of experienced 

and newly elected Directors. This will improve our governance and will provide 
valuable content to our membership. 
 
Elected experience:  
(2014-2018) White Rock City Councillor, which gave me valuable experience working 
within all levels of Government. 
 
Board experience:  
(2015-present) Sources Foundation Board and serve as the Secretary. 
I have also served on the Board of Directors for the Fraser Valley Regional Library 
and the Tour de White Rock. 
 
Committee experience:  
At present I am serving on the Notary Society Audit committee and have been 
involved in mentoring new students. 
In White Rock - Finance & Audit (Chair), the Environmental Advisory, Fraser Health, 
Governance & Legislation, Land Use and Planning, Peace Arch Hospital Foundation, 
Sources BC, Seniors Advisory, Metro Vancouver, Memorial Park, All abilities Park 
(Vice Chair), External communications, Grants in Aid (Chair), Outstanding Canadians 
on the Peninsula, Parcel Tax Roll, White Rock Youth Ambassadors, Coldest night of 
the year and Sources Gala. 
 
We are known as “trusted professionals”, I look for your vote to serve on the Board 
of Directors to maintain this trust and to make a positive impact for the Society and 
its future. 

 
Return to top 
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5. Cheryl Kwok  

Place of practice: Richmond 
 
Commission Date: 08-June-2016   

 
Cheryl Kwok holds a Bachelor’s Degree from UBC 

and completed the MAALS program in 2016 as the 

recipient of the Dr. Bernard W. Hoeter Award.  Prior 

to applying for the MAALS Program, she worked at a 

busy Notary Firm as a conveyancer for over 5 

years.  She has always been very outspoken and 

involved in the community – having been invited to 

many community round tables for local issues and 

being a part of many charity organizations like St. Paul Hospital Foundation and 

BC Children’s Hospital Foundation.   

 

Having been in the Notary field for 14 years now, she sees a lot of the struggles 

and issues that local notaries face with each other and lawyers with respect to 

pricing. However since she is one of the graduates of the MAALS program, she still 

faced and saw the issues faced by newer notaries that the more seasoned and 

established ones may not see. She wants to ensure that all Notaries are 

compensated fairly for the liability and work that they take on.  She feels the Notary 

Profession is an honorable and a respectable one so she wants to ensure that 

each Notary is accountable to their work to maintain the current level of goodwill 

and trust in the community. She wants to run for office because she wants to make 

sure Notaries from each culture and from each geographical location are well 

voiced and heard with their unique perspectives and challenges. 

 
 

Return to top 
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6. Tegan Tang 
 
Place of practice: Victoria  

Commission Date: 10-Jun-2015   

I am honoured to be considered for one of the Board of 

Director positions at the Society of Notaries Public of 

British Columbia (SNPBC). I have been a notary public 

at my own practice in Victoria, BC for more than six 

years. Previously, I held management and advisory 

roles in the provincial and federal governments for 

education, training, international trade, security policy 

and program files for 20 years.  I have led and 

participated in a variety of committees responsible for 

idea conception to policy development, implementation and enforcement, team 

building, stakeholder engagement and outreaches.   

 

Last year, I served as a volunteer member on two SNPBC committees (Legislation, 

Bylaws & Rules and Insurance Advisory) and found the experience so insightful 

and enjoyable that I’d like to do it as one of the official SNPBC directors this year.  I 

believe in and am committed to providing professional, accountable, and 

accessible legal services to all British Columbians, so I would be proud to use my 

skills, knowledge, and experience to help the SNPBC regulatory body administer 

the Notaries Act, regulations, bylaws and rules in the public interest.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to top 
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7. David Watts 
 
Place of practice: Vancouver  

Commission Date: 04-May-2006   

I am proud to say I have been a BC Notary since May 2006, and a member of the Society 
Board of Directors since September 2011.   
 
I have chaired or sat on the following committees: 

Insurance 
Public Relations 
Privacy and Information Government Relations 
Business Development 
Practice Inspections 
Discipline 
Audit 
Taxation 
Executive 
By-Laws and Legislation 
Board Development Finance 
Membership 
Finance 
 

I have been on the Notary Foundation Board for 8 years; and served as Chair since 
October 2019.  Our office has also mentored several notary students over the years. 
 
If elected to the Society Board, this will be my 6th and final two-year term.  I hope to be 
your President following the Annual General Meeting.  I am happy with the progress that 
has been made since we shifted the Society to its role specifically as the Regulator.  There 
continues to be work with our Insurance and Education programs; as well on-going 
operations. I feel we are in good hands and hope to work to maintain our relative stability. 
 
I continue to believe that the Directors’ focus should be: fiscal responsibility, transparency 
and good governance.  I also want to ensure the Society staff have the tools needed to 
more things forward for us.  This is where my focus will be. 
 
I live in Ladner and my office is downtown Vancouver.  I’ve been married since 2011 
(Laura) and we have 2 boys (George: almost 10 & Henry: almost 7).   When not playing 
with them; I enjoy hiking, playing hockey, skiing, and golf.  
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